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576 TEE NORTE AMERICAN REVIEW. 

FICTION. 
There is nothing to hold against the Benson brothers but 
their unfailing industry. Nothing can swerve them from the 
path of producing a book or two a year. It remains, therefore, 
for their readers to accept the fact that the matter contained in 
the books must be slight. " The Eeaping,"* by E. F. Benson, 
is slighter than usual. It is unconventionally invented, the chap- 
ter headings bearing the names of the months and the structure 
being of a rather straggling and casual kind. The usual in- 
gredients, however, are to hand; meditative a, la A. C. Benson; 
the third brother's unfailing interest in the god Pan; also his 
lasting interest in women's hair, which the author brushes and 
describes much as he has done in " The Climbers " and other 
volumes. There is also a ghost, a warning, reflections upon 
death, a, la E. H. Benson, as well as of a great deal of charming 
landscape and light laughter. The doctrine is Stevenson's of 
cheer and kindness at all costs; excellent doctrines, but not 
gripping nor' vitalizing. It is sad, but somehow the ultimate 
amiability of all things was always and remains still a tepid in- 
spiration. The book is very gentle, sweet-spirited and kindly, 
and if it were by a young and unknown author we should hail 
it with pleasure and delight; but Mr. Benson must submit to 
the criterion of his past. Our demand upon him is like that the 
little schoolgirl made of the readier elder sister who wrote her 
compositions for her week by week : " Now be sure and make 
me improve a little since last time," she would urge. We want 
Mr. Benson to improve a little each time. He is still quite young 
enough, and we recommend a stern experience of deprivation 
and misery or a very undermining course of reading; not so 
much that he may, as Neitzsche might say, hold more correct 
views, but that he should liberate himself from what is customary 
either successfully or disastrously. It is a great doctrine to set 
one's faith upon, that a big failure is better than a slight success. 

* " The Reaping." By E. F. Benson. New York: Doubleday, Page 
& Co., 1909. 



